1.
Recall what Jesus told His disciples before He was taken back into heaven (Matthew 24:9).
2.
Read Acts 8:1-25 with this background in mind. a. List the locations mentioned in the narrative. Locate the cities/territories on Map 1.
b. Record the name of each person in this fast paced sequence of events.
3.
What adjective does Luke use to describe the persecution that breaks out against the Jerusalem church (Acts 8:1)?
4.
What is quietly noted by Luke in Acts 8:2? Reverently reflect on this scene.
5.
What do you know about Saul, the man who was trying to destroy the church? Consult a Bible dictionary if necessary.
6.
What remarkable chain of events does Luke tell us about in verses 3 and 4?
We usually attribute the evangelization of that day to Paul's "preaching" rather than Saul's "persecution." Yet both are true. God used both his obedience and his disobedience to spread the Gospel. 7.
What does this reveal about the ways of God?
The mantle of leadership now passes from Stephen to Philip (one of the Seven) who actually begins the Gentile mission of the church 11. How is the "Gospel of grace" breaking through the prejudices in your life? Give an example.
For 700 years bitter hatred had existed between the Jews and Samaritans. Now, through the power of the Holy Spirit, the church was moving across another cultural threshold. This is all the more remarkable since the people to whom Philip preached had previously been under the influence of a magician call Simon, who had managed to "pull the wool over the eyes" of the Samaritans for years. In the story of Acts, Philip will decrease and Saul of Tarsus will increase. But the measure of Philip's consecration is that he does this without any hint of complaint or disappointment.
There is a vital principle at work here-one that Luke was intent on ensuring we understand as he tells us the story of the church. It was first taught by Jesus in John 12:24-then through Jesus' extraordinary example on the Cross. 23. After considering Jesus' words in John 12:24, when have you seen the principle that "dying in one produces life in another," at work in Acts? List as many examples as you can.
24. When have you experienced this truth when witnessing for Jesus Christ and the Gospel?
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